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Dreamweaver  

What is Dreamweaver? 

Dreamweaver is a powerful but easy-to-use web site development program that bridges the gap 

between designer and developer. It includes advanced features for developing complex web-based 

data-driven applications. The latest version of Dreamweaver offers enhanced Cascading Style Sheet 

(CSS) support as well as many other intuitive tools. 

Exploring Dreamweaver 

Dreamweaver provides a point-and-click interface that simplifies most tasks. Designers can drag and 

drop page elements in Design view, while developers can work directly with the page's code, making 

use of the various tools Dreamweaver provides for ensuring correct syntax. 

Common commands are accessible from the toolbars, which are grouped by category, and in the 

Property Inspector, which lets you specify attributes for the text and objects you insert. Many of these 

commands are also available in the Dreamweaver menus. Additional commands are available in the 

panel groups found on the right side of the Dreamweaver window; you can expand and collapse these 

groups as necessary. 

Document Window and Toolbars 

The main workspace in Dreamweaver is the Document window. This is where you add elements to 

your web page, either using Dreamweaver's WYSIWYG (What You See Is What You Get) interface, 

or by typing the HTML code directly into code view (see below).  

 

Dreamweaver offers three document views: Design view, Code view, and Split view, which displays 

both Design and Code views in a split window. In Design view (shown above), you can draw 

individual layers and table cells on the page, drag and drop graphics, and type text as you would in a 

word processor. The page appears as it will to viewers.  

Use the buttons on the Document toolbar, located just above the Document window, to switch 

between Code, Split, and Design views. 

 

The Document toolbar also contains commands for naming, previewing, and publishing the current 

document:  

Title - Lets you specify a title for the page, which appears in the title bar of the browser's viewer. 

No Browser/Check Errors - Provides a menu of options for checking browser compatibility 

with the page. 
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 File Management - Provides a menu of file management options for the page, including a 

command to upload the page to your web server. 

 Preview/Debug in Browser - Lets you preview the page in the browser you select. 

 Refresh Design View - Refreshes the appearance of the page in Design view after 
you've made changes to it in Code view. 

 View Options - Lets you specify various settings for the current view. 

Code view (shown below) lets you edit the HTML and any other code (such as scripts) included in the 

page. 

  

Dreamweaver's live syntax coloring helps you distinguish between different kinds of tags. In addition, 

when you type in Code view, Dreamweaver provides code hints based on the first few letters you type. 

For example, if you type a bracket (<), a menu pops up with a list of valid tags:  

 

When you select a tag from the list, Dreamweaver inserts it into the document. For example, select a 

from the list and press Enter to insert it. Then press the space bar on your keyboard. Another menu 

pops up with a list of additional elements.  
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To complete the code to insert a hyperlink in your document, select href from the list and press Enter. 

Dreamweaver inserts the HTML code using the correct syntax, and even lets you browse for the file 

you're linking to. 

  

Notice that it also inserts the quotation marks that are required to enclose the link. 

Insert Bar 

The Insert bar contains most of the commands you'll use to add elements to your pages. These include 

images, hyperlinks, tables, forms, and multimedia objects. These commands are grouped into 

categories, which you can choose from the drop-down menu at the left side of the toolbar.  

 

Common - The default category, which contains commands for adding hyperlinks, tables, images, and 

multimedia objects. 

Layout - Used for designing the layout of your page, with commands for tables, layers, and framesets. 

Forms - Contains commands for adding form elements to your page. 

Text - Contains commands for applying various formatting to the text on your page, as well as for 

inserting special characters. 

HTML - Lets you select various HTML tags to insert into your page. 

Application - Contains commands for adding database elements to your page. 

Flash Elements - Lets you insert a Macromedia Flash movie into your page. 

Favorites - Lets you customize your own toolbar by grouping your favorite commands. 

To show or hide the Insert toolbar, open the View menu and select Toolbars, and then Insert. 

Property Inspector 

The Property Inspector lets you specify the properties of the text or object that's currently selected on 

your page. The fields and buttons shown in the Property Inspector depend on the type of selection; for 

instance, when text is selected, the Inspector provides you with fields for changing the font style, type, 

size, color, and alignment.  
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Status Bar 

The status bar is the small row at the bottom of the Document window containing the Tag Selector. 

The Tag Selector displays the HTML code surrounding your cursor. You can select one of these tags to 

modify simply by clicking it with your mouse.  

 

The status bar shows us the HTML tag we are currently using (in the image the <body> tag is shown). 

We also can switch between the selection, drag and zoom modes using the three buttons on the right. 

You can select the zoom which you want to view the Design View selecting a percentage or just typing 

it on the percentage textbox (the default is 100%). The status bar also includes a Download 

Size/Download Time drop-down list. The size of the window (along with the sizes of the objects 

included in your pages) impacts the speed at which a viewer can download the page. When you select a 

size from this menu, Dreamweaver automatically updates the speed displayed to the right of the 

window size on the status bar. 

Panel Groups 

The Dreamweaver panel groups, displayed vertically on the right side of the Dreamweaver window, 

group together the related information and commands you'll use to design your pages and build and 

publish your web site. The commands available in the panel groups are far more extensive than the 

ones you'll find on the Insert bar, which contains the most common Dreamweaver commands. 

Each panel group contains one or more panels, similar to categories on the Insert bar. To expand a 

panel group and view its available panels, click the arrow in the upper left corner of the group.  

 

Creating Your First Web Site: Creating a Local Site 

You define a web site using the Site Definition wizard. When defining the site, it isn't necessary to 

specify the remote settings for uploading your files; however, you will need to enter these settings 

before you can publish the site. 
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1.      Open the Site menu and select Manage Sites, or click the Manage Sites link on the Files panel.  

 

The Manage Sites dialog opens. 

 

2. Click the New button and select Site from the menu that appears. 

NB: You can also create a new site from the Dreamweaver Start page: Under Create New, select 

Dreamweaver Site. 

The Site Definition wizard opens. The Basic tab leads you through the site definition process step-by-

step; the Advanced tab lets you specify advanced settings. 

3. With the Basic tab active, enter a name for your site. This name won't appear in the web browser 

window when the site is published, so it can be anything you like.  

 

4.Click Next. 
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5. You can use Dreamweaver to create complex web sites that use advanced server technologies like 

ASP (Active Server Pages) and ColdFusion. However, we will focus on designing a basic web site 

using HTML. Select No, I Do Not Want To Use A Server Technology, then click Next. 

6. In the next screen, select Edit local copies on my machine, then upload to server when ready 

(recommended), and then specify the location on your hard drive where your site files should be 

saved. You can click the folder icon to browse to the location. 

7. Click Next. 

8. The final screen lets you specify how you will connect to the remote server, and the location on the 

server where your site files will reside. We will deal with the section on remote server information later 

but for now, select None. 

NB: Even though you are selecting None, you can enter this information later by selecting Manage 

Sites from the drop-down menu on the Files panel. In the Manage Sites dialog, click the Edit button. 

This reopens the Site Definition wizard. 

9.Click Next. 

10.A summary screen displays the site information you specified. 

11. Click Done. 

 

The Files panel now displays the root folder for the site you defined. 

 


